Passover

Moses had been forbidden, on pain of death, to appear again in Pharaoh's presence; but a last message
from God was to be delivered to the rebellious monarch, and again Moses came before him, with the terrible
announcement: "Thus saith the Lord, About midnight will I go out into the midst of Egypt: and all the first-born
in the land of Egypt shall die, from the first-born of Pharaoh that sitteth upon his throne, even unto the first-born
of the maidservant that is behind the mill; and all the first-born of beasts. And there shall be a great cry
throughout all the land of Egypt, such as there was none like it, nor shall be like it any more. But against any of
the children of Israel shall not a dog move his tongue, against man or beast: that ye may know how that the
Lord doth put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel. And all these thy servants shall come down unto
me, and bow down themselves unto me, saying, Get thee out, and all the people that follow thee: and after that I
will go out."

Before the execution of this sentence the Lord through Moses gave direction to the children of Israel
concerning their departure from Egypt, and especially for their preservation from the coming judgment. Each
family, alone or in connection with others, was to slay a lamb or a kid "without blemish," and with a bunch of
hyssop sprinkle its blood on "the two side posts and on the upper doorpost" of the house, that the destroying
angel, coming at midnight, might not enter that dwelling. They were to eat the flesh roasted, with unleavened
bread and bitter herbs, at night, as Moses said, "with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff
in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the Lord's Passover."

The Lord declared: "I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the first-born in
the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment. . . . And the
blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you,
and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt."

In commemoration of this great deliverance a feast was to be observed yearly by the people of Israel in
all future generations. "This day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the Lord
throughout your generations: ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance forever." As they should keep the feast in
future years, they were to repeat to their children the story of this great deliverance, as Moses bade them: "Ye
shall say, It is the sacrifice of the Lord's Passover, who passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt,
when He smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses."

The Passover was to be both commemorative and typical, not only pointing back to the deliverance from
Egypt, but forward to the greater deliverance which Christ was to accomplish in freeing His people from the
bondage of sin. The sacrificial lamb represents "the Lamb of God," in whom is our only hope of salvation. Says
the apostle, "Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us." 1 Corinthians 5:7. It was not enough that the paschal lamb
be slain; its blood must be sprinkled upon the doorposts; so the merits of Christ's blood must be applied to the
soul. We must believe, not only that He died for the world, but that He died for us individually. We must



appropriate to ourselves the virtue of the atoning sacrifice.

The hyssop used in sprinkling the blood was the symbol of purification, being thus employed in the
cleansing of the leper and of those defiled by contact with the dead. In the psalmist's prayer also its significance
is seen: "Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow." Psalm 51:7.

The lamb was to be prepared whole, not a bone of it being broken: so not a bone was to be broken of the
Lamb of God, who was to die for us. John 19:36. Thus was also represented the completeness of Christ's
sacrifice.

The flesh was to be eaten. It is not enough even that we believe on Christ for the forgiveness of sin; we
must by faith be constantly receiving spiritual strength and nourishment from Him through His word. Said
Christ, "Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth
My flesh, and drinketh My blood, hath eternal life." John 6:53, 54. And to explain His meaning He said, "The
words that [ speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life." Verse 63. Jesus accepted His Father's law,
wrought out its principles in His life, manifested its spirit, and showed its beneficent power in the heart. Says
John, "The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth." John 1:14. The followers of Christ must be partakers of His
experience. They must receive and assimilate the word of God so that it shall become the motive power of life
and action. By the power of Christ they must be changed into His likeness, and reflect the divine attributes.
They must eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son of God, or there is no life in them. The spirit and work of
Christ must become the spirit and work of His disciples.

The lamb was to be eaten with bitter herbs, as pointing back to the bitterness of the bondage in Egypt.
So when we feed upon Christ, it should be with contrition of heart, because of our sins. The use of unleavened
bread also was significant. It was expressly enjoined in the law of the Passover, and as strictly observed by the
Jews in their practice, that no leaven should be found in their houses during the feast. In like manner the leaven
of sin must be put away from all who would receive life and nourishment from Christ. So Paul writes to the
Corinthian church, "Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump. . . . For even Christ our
Passover is sacrificed for us: therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of
malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth." 1 Corinthians 5:7, 8.

By obedience the people were to give evidence of their faith. So all who hope to be saved by the merits
of the blood of Christ should realize that they themselves have something to do in securing their salvation.
While it is Christ only that can redeem us from the penalty of transgression, we are to turn from sin to
obedience. Man is to be saved by faith, not by works; yet his faith must be shown by his works. God has given
His Son to die as a propitiation for sin, He has manifested the light of truth, the way of life, He has given
facilities, ordinances, and privileges; and now man must co-operate with these saving agencies; he must
appreciate and use the helps that God has provided--believe and obey all the divine requirements.

The Israelites obeyed the directions that God had given. Swiftly and secretly they made their
preparations for departure. Their families were gathered, the paschal lamb slain, the flesh roasted with fire, the
unleavened bread and bitter herbs prepared. The father and priest of the household sprinkled the blood upon the
doorpost, and joined his family within the dwelling. In haste and silence the paschal lamb was eaten. In awe the
people prayed and watched, the heart of the eldest born, from the strong man down to the little child, throbbing
with indefinable dread. Fathers and mothers clasped in their arms their loved first-born as they thought of the
fearful stroke that was to fall that night. But no dwelling of Israel was visited by the death-dealing angel. The
sign of blood--the sign of a Saviour's protection--was on their doors, and the destroyer entered not.

At midnight "there was a great cry in Egypt: for there was not a house where there was not one dead."
All the first-born in the land, "from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the
captive that was in the dungeon; and all the firstborn of cattle" had been smitten by the destroyer. Throughout
the vast realm of Egypt the pride of every household had been laid low. The shrieks and wails of the mourners
filled the air. King and courtiers, with blanched faces and trembling limbs, stood aghast at the overmastering
horror. Pharaoh remembered how he had once exclaimed, "Who is Jehovah, that I should obey His voice to let
Israel go? I know not Jehovah, neither will I let Israel go." Now, his heaven-daring pride humbled in the dust,
he "called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Rise up, and get you forth from among my people, both ye
and the children of Israel; and go, serve the Lord, as ye have said. Also take your flocks and your herds, as ye
have said. . . . And be gone; and bless me also." The royal counselors also and the people entreated the Israelites
to depart "out of the land in haste; for they said, We be all dead men."

And they went out, "about six hundred thousand on foot that were men, beside children. ... The people



took also with them "flocks, and herds, even very much cattle." These were the property of the Israelites, who
had never sold their possessions to the king, as had the Egyptians. Jacob and his sons had brought their flocks
and herds with them to Egypt, where they had greatly increased. Before leaving Egypt, the people, by the
direction of Moses, claimed a recompense for their unpaid labor; and the Egyptians were too eager to be freed
from their presence to refuse them. The bondmen went forth laden with the spoil of their oppressors.

That day completed the history revealed to Abraham in prophetic vision centuries before: "Thy seed
shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred
years; and also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great
substance." Genesis 15:13, 14. The four hundred years had been fulfilled. "And it came to pass the selfsame
day, that the Lord did bring the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt by their armies." In their departure
from Egypt the Israelites bore with them a precious legacy, in the bones of Joseph, which had so long awaited
the fulfillment of God's promise, and which, during the dark years of bondage, had been a reminder of Israel's
deliverance.*

What did the Passover lamb represent?
1 Corinthians 5:7
What did the people need in addition to the lamb's blood, hyssop, and bitter herbs?

Hebrews 11:28 Through he kept the Passover, . . .

Righteousness has always been by faith. Old Testament believers looked forward by faith to the
promised Messiah, Jesus.

What did Jesus desire to do before His crucifixion?
Luke 22:15

Why did He desire to do this?
Luke 22:16

What did this Passover consist of?
Luke 22:17-20

It is quite likely that a lamb was prepared for this Passover since that was the usual procedure, but we
are not told specifically in the Bible. Jesus instituted a new set of symbols in place of the lamb: unleavened
bread and grape juice. The new Passover with the symbols of bread and juice are what most Christians
recognize and celebrate as Communion. Jesus called it the New Testament (or Covenant). There was a change
from the previous Passover in that the new Passover did not require a lamb sacrifice.

What ceased when the Messiah confirmed the Covenant?
Daniel 9:26-27

The Messiah's coming was predicted by the prophet and it happened exactly as is stated in this prophecy.
He would cause sacrifices to cease. No longer were they needed for atonement for man's sins. Jesus, the
ultimate Atoning Sacrifice, which all other sacrifices pointed toward, would die.

What happened at the Temple when Jesus died?
Matthew 27:51



What is the meaning of this occurrence?
Hebrews 10:19-20

The original Passover was a reminder for the Jews of deliverance from death through a lamb's blood
smeared on the doorposts. Communion, the new Passover, is a reminder of our deliverance from sin and death
by the blood of God's Lamb smeared on the Cross.

Just as the solid food we eat provides the nourishment and energy we need for proper muscle and organ
function, and the liquid we drink builds up our blood and circulatory system, so we constantly need the spiritual
nourishment that Jesus provides to live and grow and be healthy spiritually until He returns to consummate our
salvation.

When does the Passover reach its final fulfillment?
Luke 22:16

Passover is not only a reminder of what the suffering Lamb of God has already done for us at Calvary,
but it is a token of what is still coming: when the Lamb comes again, as a Prince and Conqueror this time, to
give us the final deliverance from sin and the ultimate death that results from it, known as “the second death.”
(Rev. 2:11; 20:6, 14; 21:8) Jesus may have been referring to the great celebration meal that He and His people
will share in the New Kingdom.

Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife
hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for
the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto
the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God. Revelation 19:7-9

Would you like to be at that table some day? Ask God to help you be faithful to Him now so you can
join in that marvelous celebration.



