Broken Relationships

Man was originally endowed with noble powers and a well-balanced mind. He was perfect in his being,
and in harmony with God. His thoughts were pure, his aims holy. But through disobedience, his powers were
perverted, and selfishness took the place of love. His nature became so weakened through transgression that it
was impossible for him, in his own strength, to resist the power of evil. He was made captive by Satan, and
would have remained so forever had not God specially interposed. It was the tempter’s purpose to thwart the
divine plan in man’s creation, and fill the earth with woe and desolation. And he would point to all this evil as
the result of God’s work in creating man.

In his sinless state, man held joyful communion with Him “in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge.” Colossians 2:3. But after his sin, he could no longer find joy in holiness, and he sought to hide
from the presence of God. Such is still the condition of the unrenewed heart. It is not in harmony with God, and
finds no joy in communion with Him. The sinner could not be happy in God’s presence; he would shrink from
the companionship of holy beings. . ..

It is impossible for us, of ourselves, to escape from the pit of sin in which we are sunken. Our hearts are
evil, and we cannot change them. ... There must be a power working from within, a new life from above,
before men can be changed from sin to holiness. That power is Christ. His grace alone can quicken the lifeless
faculties of the soul, and attract it to God, to holiness.

The Saviour said, “Except a man be born from above,” unless he shall receive a new heart, new desires,
purposes, and motives, leading to a new life, “he cannot see the kingdom of God.” John 3:3, margin. The idea
that it is necessary only to develop the good that exists in man by nature, is a fatal deception. “The natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned.” “Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.” 1 Corinthians
2:14; 3:7. Of Christ it is written, “In Him was life; and the life was the light of men”—the only “name under
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” John 1:4; Acts 4:12.

The heart of God yearns over His earthly children with a love stronger than death. In giving up His Son,
He has poured out to us all heaven in one gift. The Saviour’s life and death and intercession, the ministry of
angels, the pleading of the Spirit, the Father working above and through all, the unceasing interest of heavenly
beings,—all are enlisted in behalf of man’s redemption.

Oh, let us contemplate the amazing sacrifice that has been made for us! Let us try to appreciate the labor
and energy that Heaven is expending to reclaim the lost, and bring them back to the Father’s house. Motives
stronger, and agencies more powerful, could never be brought into operation; the exceeding rewards for right-
doing, the enjoyment of heaven, the society of the angels, the communion and love of God and His Son, the
elevation and extension of all our powers throughout eternal ages—are these not mighty incentives and
encouragements to urge us to give the heart’s loving service to our Creator and Redeemer?'

What major problem has sin caused for humanity?
Isaiah 59:2



What does the word reconcile mean according to a dictionary?

What was our relationship to God before we were reconciled?

For if, when we were , we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. Romans 5:10

And you, that were sometime and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet
now hath he reconciled Colossians 1:21

How is God's love shown to us?
John 3:16

Isaiah 53:1-5

Psalm 145:15, 16

Proverbs 3:11, 12

When we choose to repent and turn back to God, what can we be called?
1 John 3:1, 2

How does God want us to treat animals?
Exodus 23:12

Deuteronomy 22:4

Proverbs 12:10

How does God want us to treat each other?
John 13:34, 35

Romans 12:10

Ephesians 4:2

How should we treat an enemy?
Matthew 5:44



