The Flood

For seven days after Noah and his family entered the ark, there appeared no sign of the coming storm.
During this period their faith was tested. It was a time of triumph to the world without. The apparent delay
confirmed them in the belief that Noah’s message was a delusion, and that the Flood would never come.
Notwithstanding the solemn scenes which they had witnessed—the beasts and birds entering the ark, and the
angel of God closing the door—they still continued their sport and revelry, even making a jest of these signal
manifestations of God’s power. They gathered in crowds about the ark, deriding its inmates with a daring
violence which they had never ventured upon before.

But upon the eighth day dark clouds overspread the heavens. There followed the muttering of thunder
and the flash of lightning. Soon large drops of rain began to fall. The world had never witnessed anything like
this, and the hearts of men were struck with fear. All were secretly inquiring, “Can it be that Noah was in the
right, and that the world is doomed to destruction?” Darker and darker grew the heavens, and faster came the
falling rain. The beasts were roaming about in the wildest terror, and their discordant cries seemed to moan out
their own destiny and the fate of man. Then “the fountains of the great deep” were “broken up, and the windows
of heaven were opened.” Water appeared to come from the clouds in mighty cataracts. Rivers broke away from
their boundaries, and overflowed the valleys. Jets of water burst from the earth with indescribable force,
throwing massive rocks hundreds of feet into the air, and these, in falling, buried themselves deep in the ground.

The people first beheld the destruction of the works of their own hands. Their splendid buildings, and
the beautiful gardens and groves where they had placed their idols, were destroyed by lightning from heaven,
and the ruins were scattered far and wide. The altars on which human sacrifices had been offered were torn
down, and the worshipers were made to tremble at the power of the living God, and to know that it was their
corruption and idolatry which had called down their destruction. . . .

The sins that called for vengeance upon the antediluvian world exist today. The fear of God is banished
from the hearts of men, and His law is treated with indifference and contempt. The intense worldliness of that
generation is equaled by that of the generation now living. Said Christ, “As in the days that were before the
Flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the
ark, and knew not until the Flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.
Matthew 24:38, 39. God did not condemn the antediluvians for eating and drinking; He had given them the
fruits of the earth in great abundance to supply their physical wants. Their sin consisted in taking these gifts
without gratitude to the Giver, and debasing themselves by indulging appetite without restraint. It was lawful
for them to marry. Marriage was in God’s order; it was one of the first institutions which He established. He
gave special directions concerning this ordinance, clothing it with sanctity and beauty; but these directions were
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forgotten, and marriage was perverted and made to minister to passion.

A similar condition of things exists now. That which is lawful in itself is carried to excess. Appetite is
indulged without restraint. Professed followers of Christ are today eating and drinking with the drunken, while
their names stand in honored church records. Intemperance benumbs the moral and spiritual powers and
prepares the way for indulgence of the lower passions. Multitudes feel under no moral obligation to curb their
sensual desires, and they become the slaves of lust. Men are living for the pleasures of sense; for this world and
this life alone. Extravagance pervades all circles of society. Integrity is sacrificed for luxury and display. They
that make haste to be rich pervert justice and oppress the poor, and “slaves and souls of men” are still bought
and sold. Fraud and bribery and theft stalk unrebuked in high places and in low. The issues of the press teem
with records of murder—crimes so cold-blooded and causeless that it seems as though every instinct of
humanity were blotted out. And these atrocities have become of so common occurrence that they hardly elicit a
comment or awaken surprise. The spirit of anarchy is permeating all nations, and the outbreaks that from time to
time excite the horror of the world are but indications of the pent-up fires of passion and lawlessness that,
having once escaped control, will fill the earth with woe and desolation. The picture which Inspiration has given
of the antediluvian world represents too truly the condition to which modern society is fast hastening. Even
now, in the present century, and in professedly Christian lands, there are crimes daily perpetrated as black and
terrible as those for which the old-world sinners were destroyed.?

Many are questioning whether there really was a literal 6-day creation or a world-wide flood. How does
the Bible describe those who think this way? 2 Peter 3:3-6

What does the Bible say will be our safeguard so we will not be lost like the people in the story we read
above? 2 Peter 3:10-18.

Is there evidence for the flood?
From the website of the Northwest Creation Network we find the following fascinating information:

Native global flood stories are documented as history or legend in almost every region on earth. Old
world missionaries reported their amazement at finding remote tribes already possessing legends with
tremendous similarities to the Bible's accounts of the worldwide flood. H.S. Bellamy in Moons, Myths and Men
estimates that altogether there are over 500 Flood legends worldwide. Ancient civilizations such as China,
Babylonia, Wales, Russia, India, America, Hawaii, Scandinavia, Sumatra, Peru, and Polynesia all have their
own versions of a giant flood.

These flood tales are frequently linked by common elements that parallel the Biblical account including
the warning of the coming flood, the construction of a boat in advance, the storage of animals, the inclusion of
family, and the release of birds to determine if the water level had subsided. The overwhelming consistency
among flood legends found in distant parts of the globe indicates they were derived from the same origin (the
Bible's record), but oral transcription has changed the details through time.

Tanzania:

Once upon a time the rivers began to flood. The god told two people to get into a ship. He told them to
take lots of seed and to take lots of animals. The water of the flood eventually covered the mountains. Finally
the flood stopped. Then one of the men, wanting to know if the water had dried up let a dove loose. The dove
returned. Later he let loose a hawk which did not return. Then the men left the boat and took the animals and the
seeds with them.

China:

The Chinese classic called the Hihking tells about "the family of Fuhi," that was saved from a great
flood. This ancient story tells that the entire land was flooded; the mountains and everything, however one
family survived in a boat. The Chinese consider this man the father of their civilization. This record indicates
that Fuhi, his wife, three sons, and three daughters were the only people that escaped the great flood. It is



claimed, that he and his family were the only people alive on earth, and repopulated the world.

Babylon:

Gilgamesh met an old man named Utnapishtim, who told him the following story. The gods came to
Utnapishtim to warn him about a terrible flood that was coming. They instructed Utnapishtim to destroy his
house and build a large ship. The ship was to be 10 dozen cubits high, wide and long. Utnapishtim was to cover
the ship with pitch. He was supposed to take male and female animals of all kinds, his wife and family,
provisions, etc. into the ship. Once ship was completed the rain began falling intensely. The rain fell for six
days and nights. Finally things calmed and the ship settled on the top of Mount Nisir. After the ship had rested
for seven days Utnapishtim let loose a dove. Since the land had not dried the dove returned. Next he sent a
swallow which also returned. Later he let loose a raven which never returned since the ground had dried.
Utnapishtim then left the ship.

Chaldea:

There was a man by the name of Xisuthrus. The god Chronos warned Xisuthrus of a coming flood and
told him to build a boat. The boat was to be 5 stadia by 2 stadia. In this boat Xisuthrus was to put his family,
friends and two of each animal (male and female). The flood came. When the waters started to recede he let
some birds loose. They came back and he noticed they had mud on their feet. He tried again with the same
results. When he tried the third time the birds did not return. Assuming the water had dried up the people got
out of the boat and offered sacrifices to the gods.

India:

A long time ago lived a man named Manu. Manu, while washing himself, saved a small fish from the
jaws of a large fish. The fish told Manu, "If you care for me until I am full grown I will save you from terrible
things to come". Manu asked what kind of terrible things. The fish told Manu that a great flood would soon
come and destroy everything on the earth. The fish told Manu to put him in a clay jar for protection. The fish
grew and each time he outgrew the clay jar Manu gave him a larger one. Finally the fish became a ghasha, one
of the largest fish in the world. The fish instructed Manu to build a large ship since the flood was going to
happen very soon. As the rains started Manu tied a rope from the ship to the ghasha. The fish guided the ship as
the waters rose. The whole earth was covered by water. When the waters began subsiding the ghasha led Manu's
ship to a mountaintop.

Australia:

There is a legend of a flood called the Dreamtime flood. Riding on this flood was the woramba, or the
Ark Gumana. In this ark was Noah, Aborigines, and various animals. This ark eventually came to rest in the
plain of Djilinbadu where it can still be found. They claim that the white mans story about the ark landing in the
middle east is a lie that was started to keep the aborigines in subservience. This legend is undoubtedly the
product of aboriginal legends merging with those of visiting missionaries, and there does not appear to be any
native flood stories from Australia.

United States:

The Ojibwe natives who have lived in Minnesota USA since approximately 1400AD also have a
creation and flood story that closely parallels the Biblical account. "There came a time when the harmonious
way of life did not continue. Men and women disrespected each other, families quarreled and soon villages
began arguing back and forth. This saddened Gitchie Manido [the Creator] greatly, but he waited. Finally,
when it seemed there was no hope left, Creator decided to purify Mother Earth through the use of water. The
water came, flooding the Earth, catching all of creation off guard. All but a few of each living thing survived."
Then it tells how Waynaboozhoo survived by floating on a log in the water with various animals.’

Because of man's great wickedness, God destroyed the earth with a great flood about 4500 years ago.
How will the earth be destroyed when Jesus comes at the end?
2 Peter 3:7



There are many who think that scientists and doctors will finally solve our problems, that people will
learn to get along in peace, and everything will get better so that we can enjoy a thousand years of paradise on
this earth. The Bible gives us a different picture of how things will happen at the end of the world.

Some of the Bible writers use the expression “the day of the Lord” to describe when Jesus comes to

destroy this sinful world and take His people to Heaven with Him. How will the day of the Lord come?
2 Peter 3:10

The expression “as a thief in the night” is not describing a secret coming but an unexpected arrival—
people are not prepared.
What happens to the earth and the space around it when Jesus arrives?

2 Peter 3:10

How many will see Jesus when He comes?
Matthew 24:27; Revelation 1:7

What sound will be heard when Jesus comes?
1 Thessalonians 4:16
What happens in response to these sounds?
... and the in Christ shall first: Then we which are and remain shall

be together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever

be with the Lord. 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17
What do the angels do?
Matthew 24:31

What happens to the wicked?
2 Thessalonians 2:8

What is the condition of the earth after all this has happened?
Jeremiah 4:23-28



