
All Things Work Together for Good

          An Egyptian figurine of a Semitic slave

    From this to this.

Joseph's rare personal beauty seemed but to reflect an inward beauty of mind and heart. Pure, active, and
joyous, the lad gave evidence also of moral earnestness and firmness. He listened to his father’s instructions, 
and loved to obey God. The qualities that afterward distinguished him in Egypt—gentleness, fidelity, and 
truthfulness—were already manifest in his daily life. His mother being dead, his affections clung the more 
closely to the father, and Jacob’s heart was bound up in this child of his old age. He “loved Joseph more than all
his children.” 

But even this affection was to become a cause of trouble and sorrow. Jacob unwisely manifested his 
preference for Joseph, and this excited the jealousy of his other sons. As Joseph witnessed the evil conduct of 
his brothers, he was greatly troubled; he ventured gently to remonstrate with them, but only aroused still further 
their hatred and resentment. He could not endure to see them sinning against God, and he laid the matter before 
his father, hoping that his authority might lead them to reform. 

Jacob carefully avoided exciting their anger by harshness or severity. With deep emotion he expressed 
his solicitude for his children, and implored them to have respect for his gray hairs, and not to bring reproach 
upon his name, and above all not to dishonor God by such disregard of His precepts. Ashamed that their 
wickedness was known, the young men seemed to be repentant, but they only concealed their real feelings, 
which were rendered more bitter by this exposure. 

The father’s injudicious gift to Joseph of a costly coat, or tunic, such as was usually worn by persons of 
distinction, seemed to them another evidence of his partiality, and excited a suspicion that he intended to pass 
by his elder children, to bestow the birthright upon the son of Rachel. Their malice was still further increased as 
the boy one day told them of a dream that he had had. “Behold,” he said, “we were binding sheaves in the field, 
and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, behold, your sheaves stood round about, and made 
obeisance to my sheaf.” 

“Shalt thou indeed reign over us? or shalt thou indeed have dominion over us?” exclaimed his brothers 
in envious anger. 

Soon he had another dream, of similar import, which he also related: “Behold, the sun and the moon and 
the eleven stars made obeisance to me.” This dream was interpreted as readily as the first. The father, who was 
present, spoke reprovingly—“What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy 
brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth?” Notwithstanding the apparent severity of his 
words, Jacob believed that the Lord was revealing the future to Joseph. 

The brothers were obliged to move from place to place to secure pasturage for their flocks, and 
frequently they were absent from home for months together. Some time passed, bringing no tidings from them, 
and the father began to fear for their safety. He therefore sent Joseph to find them, and bring him words as to 
their welfare. 

His brothers saw him approaching; but no thought of the long journey he had made to meet them, of his 
weariness and hunger, of his claims upon their hospitality and brotherly love, softened the bitterness of their 



hatred. The sight of the coat, the token of their father’s love, filled them with frenzy. “Behold, this dreamer 
cometh,” they cried in mockery. Envy and revenge, long secretly cherished, now controlled them. “Let us slay 
him,” they said, “and cast him into some pit, and we will say, Some evil beast hath devoured him; and we shall 
see what will become of his dreams.” 

They would have executed their purpose but for Reuben. He shrank from participating in the murder of 
his brother, and proposed that Joseph be cast alive into a pit, and left there to perish; secretly intending, 
however, to rescue him and return him to his father. 

Joseph came on, unsuspicious of danger, and glad that the object of his long search was accomplished; 
but instead of the expected greeting, he was terrified by the angry and revengeful glances which he met. He was
seized and his coat stripped from him. Taunts and threats revealed a deadly purpose. His entreaties were 
unheeded. He was wholly in the power of those maddened men. Rudely dragging him to a deep pit, they thrust 
him in, and having made sure that there was no possibility of his escape, they left him there to perish from 
hunger, while they “sat down to eat bread.” 

But some of them were ill at ease; they did not feel the satisfaction they had anticipated from their 
revenge. Soon a company of travelers was seen approaching. It was a caravan of Ishmaelites from beyond 
Jordan, on their way to Egypt with spices and other merchandise. Judah now proposed to sell their brother to 
these heathen traders instead of leaving him to die. While he would be effectually put out of their way, they 
would remain clear of his blood; “for,” he urged, “he is our brother and our flesh.” To this proposition all 
agreed, and Joseph was quickly drawn out of the pit. 

As he saw the merchants the dreadful truth flashed upon him. To become a slave was a fate more to be 
feared than death. In an agony of terror he appealed to one and another of his brothers, but in vain. Some were 
moved with pity, but fear of derision kept them silent; all felt that they had now gone too far to retreat. If Joseph
were spared, he would doubtless report them to the father.

Joseph with his captors was on the way to Egypt. As the caravan journeyed southward toward the 
borders of Canaan, the boy could discern in the distance the hills among which lay his father’s tents. Bitterly he 
wept at thought of that loving father in his loneliness and affliction. For a time Joseph gave himself up to 
uncontrolled grief and terror. But, in the providence of God, even this experience was to be a blessing to him.  

Then his thoughts turned to his father’s God. In his childhood he had been taught to love and fear Him. 
Joseph believed that the God of his fathers would be his God. He then and there gave himself fully to the Lord, 
and he prayed that the Keeper of Israel would be with him in the land of his exile. 

His soul thrilled with the high resolve to prove himself true to God—under all circumstances to act as 
became a subject of the King of heaven. He would serve the Lord with undivided heart; he would meet the trials
of his lot with fortitude and perform every duty with fidelity. One day’s experience had been the turning point 
in Joseph’s life. Its terrible calamity had transformed him from a petted child to a man, thoughtful, courageous, 
and self-possessed. 

Arriving in Egypt, Joseph was sold to Potiphar, captain of the king’s guard, in whose service he 
remained for ten years. “And the Lord was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man.  . . . And his master saw 
that the Lord was with him, and that the Lord made all that he did to prosper in his hand.” Potiphar’s confidence
in Joseph increased daily, and he finally promoted him to be his steward, with full control over all his 
possessions. “And he left all that he had in Joseph’s hand; and he knew not aught he had, save the bread which 
he did eat.”

But Joseph’s faith and integrity were to be tested by fiery trials. His master’s wife endeavored to entice 
the young man to transgress the law of God. . . . Joseph’s answer to temptation was, “How . . . can I do this 
great wickedness, and sin against God?” he said. 

Joseph suffered for his integrity, for his tempter revenged herself by accusing him of a foul crime, and 
causing him to be thrust into prison. Had Potiphar believed his wife’s charge against Joseph, the young Hebrew 
would have lost his life; but the modesty and uprightness that had uniformly characterized his conduct were 
proof of his innocence; and yet, to save the reputation of his master’s house, he was abandoned to disgrace and 
bondage. 

At the first Joseph was treated with great severity by his jailers. The psalmist says, “His feet they hurt 
with fetters; he was laid in chains of iron: until the time that his word came to pass; the word of the Lord tried 
him.” Psalm 105:18, 19, R.V.

But a divine hand was about to open the prison gates. The king of Egypt had in one night two dreams, 
apparently pointing to the same event and seeming to foreshadow some great calamity. He could not determine 



their significance, yet they continued to trouble his mind. The magicians and wise men of his realm could give 
no interpretation. The king’s perplexity and distress increased, and terror spread throughout his palace. The 
general agitation recalled to the chief butler’s mind the circumstances of his own dream; with it came the 
memory of Joseph, and a pang of remorse for his forgetfulness and ingratitude. He at once informed the king 
how his own dream and that of the chief baker had been interpreted by a Hebrew captive, and how the 
predictions had been fulfilled. 

It was humiliating to Pharaoh to turn away from the magicians and wise men of his kingdom to consult 
an alien and a slave, but he was ready to accept the lowliest service if his troubled mind might find relief. 
Joseph was immediately sent for; he put off his prison attire, and shaved himself, for his hair had grown long 
during the period of his disgrace and confinement. He was then conducted to the presence of the king.9

When Pharaoh asked Joseph about his ability to understand and interpret dreams, to whom did Joseph 
give credit for that ability?
Genesis 41:15, 16

When Joseph had given the king a satisfactory interpretation of his dreams and advised him to prepare 
for it by storing up grain ahead of time, what did the king decide to do?
Genesis 41:37-41

The famine affected all the countries around the Middle East area and Jacob and his sons and their 
families soon ran out of food.  Jacob heard about the food supply in Egypt and sent ten of his sons to purchase 
some to avoid starvation.

The very men who had so cruelly sold Joseph as a slave, now bowed before him begging for food, not 
realizing that he was their brother.  He remembered the dreams he had had when he was young and, though he 
could have gotten revenge on them for all that he had suffered because of the them, he forgave them, and 
brought them down to Egypt where he could provide them with all the food they needed.

Later, when Jacob died, what were the brothers afraid of?
Genesis 50:15

What did Joseph say to them?
Genesis 50:19, 20

What does God tell us about our troubles if we are His children?  
Romans 8:28

How did Jesus tell us to respond to those who treat us in an evil way as Joseph's brothers treated him?
Matthew 5:44

This may seem impossible for you to do but with God all things are possible.  Pray and ask Him to help 
you forgive just like He helped Joseph forgive his brothers.  Every time Satan reminds you of those painful 
events, pray again for power to forgive. 

What promise do we have for those times when we have difficulty doing what God wants?
Philippians 2:13

What if we choose not to forgive others?



Matthew 6:15

What will God base His final judgment on?
Ecclesiastes 12:14

What are the two lifestyles that we need to choose between and what are the rewards for each?
John 5:29


